New Building Proposal for

Meanwhile Gardens Community Association

The Team at Meanwhile Gardens Community Association (MGCA) are taking this opportunity to contact our members, local community partners and other local agencies to keep you up to date with current proposals for a new Community Building to replace the Factory. 

Our Position

The Factory building has been MGCA’s base for over two and a half decades. It is also our volunteer centre and a rehearsal space for the Metronomes Steel Band. The building now needs significant repairs. However, MGCA neither owns nor has a lease for the building or even for some of the land surrounding the site. This belongs to the Council.

The Proposed Development Scheme

A new Community Building will house our staff and volunteer team. It will also provide a new range of resources and facilities for the local community and our partners.

The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea intend to raise funds for the new Community Project by putting 4-6 flats on top of the building. If you have any concerns about this aspect of the plan, do raise them with the Council, as this is something out of our control.  MGCA believe that all proposals affecting the life of the local community should be discussed with the community. 

The proposed development will occupy the same area as the existing building and there will be minimal loss of green space from the rest of the Gardens. Within the proposal there is a new Scented Garden space. This new space will become a local flagship garden created by the local community of today, used and enjoyed by all, just as the current Scented Garden always has been. It will also act as a training space to help local people develop skills and will give us the opportunity to offer employment opportunities to the local community.

The new development will also include an improved plant nursery site, where we can grow more plants to sell and improve the Gardens and also better composting and recycling facilities where we can run Community Composting and Sustainability events.

This new Community Building will further help us to carry out our mission statement, “to enhance the lives of residents in North Kensington and North Westminster by providing safe and inclusive open air leisure, play and training and education opportunities in our four-acre community park.”
How will this new development benefit Meanwhile Gardens Community Association?

· It will significantly improve our facilities and working environment.

· It will improve our capacity to offer regular training courses and educational programs to local schools groups, community groups and individuals looking to develop skills, get back into work or change careers.

· It will provide us with the opportunity to develop a new Scented Garden involving the local community of today, (including local residents, volunteers, schools and disabled groups).

· It will improve our capacity to reduce crime and antisocial behaviour within the Gardens, hence improving safety in Meanwhile Gardens for all.

· It will allow us to offer state of the art meeting and training facilities to other local groups.

 

How will this new development benefit you?

· New improved Scented Garden, the development of which could involve you, your family members or friends.

· The opportunity to learn more about sustainability, composting and recycling at our new recycling area, on one of our community training days.

· The opportunity to use our new and improved training facilities, where you could develop a new hobby, gain skills or even work toward a career in horticulture.

· A new Community Space, which can be booked for meetings, events or training. This space will benefit from being located within the beautiful environment of our new Scented Garden.

· By enlarging our capacity, which will allow us to improve Meanwhile Gardens for the whole community.

If you would like any further information about MGCA’s ideas for ways to use the new Community Building, please feel free to contact a member of our team on either of our contact numbers or by Email. This project is still in the development phase, and MGCA values the opinion of the community we serve extremely highly, therefore any comments or suggestions will be gratefully received.
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Meanwhile Gardens Community Association


156 – 158 Kensal Road, London, W10 5BN 


Tel/fax: Office 020 8960 4600


Gardeners HQ: 020 8960 6414


Email: info@meanwhilegardens.com








